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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE 

NATIONALLY ACCLAIMED ADVOCATE FOR PEOPLE WITH DISABILITIES TO HEADLINE “PEOPLE WITH INTEGRITY” BREAKFAST
Riverhead, NY – Brooke Ellison, whose triumphant story inspired a film by the late Christopher Reeve, will be the featured speaker at the first-annual “People With Integrity” breakfast on Sunday, October 30, starting at 10 a.m. at Riverhead Polish Hall. 

The event is sponsored by the independent coalition Integrity Party and tickets are available by calling 631-747-1672 or by visiting www.IntegrityParty.com. Tickets are $30 adult/$17 child. The event will also feature a buffet breakfast, raffles, Halloween goodie bags and a chance to meet 2005 and 2006 candidates for office. 

Ellison will be one of those candidates, in her first public appearance since announcing her intention to vie for the New York State Senate, 2nd District, in 2006. The Integrity Party is the first party to officially endorse her. The Integrity Party is made up of members of all political parties and independents and seeks to back candidates of conscience. The party’s 2005 slate includes seasoned political leaders as well as promising newcomers. The party is represented on the ballot by a checkmark symbol. 

“We are very excited to back Brooke for her 2006 run, and will put our best volunteers on the ground in her district to get the signatures she needs to get on the ballot with us,” said Integrity Party chief organizer Darren Johnson. “She is a candidate of the utmost character and a nationally acclaimed champion for the underdog. She will be a worthy political star.” 

Ellison cannot move or feel from the neck down. She gets every breath from a respirator. She drives her motorized wheelchair with a device on the roof of her mouth. And she writes with the help of a voice-activated computer. She also has bachelor's and master's degrees from Harvard and is working on a Ph.D. in political psychology at Stony Brook University. Brooke co-wrote, with her mother, a 2001 memoir called Miracles Happen: One Mother, One Daughter, One Journey (Hyperion), and sits on the board of the National Organization on Disability. The late Christopher Reeve directed an A&E movie about her life. She recently declared as a candidate for State Senate on her web site, www.brookeellison.com. 
